QUESTIONS
QUESTIONS WHICH ARE OFTEN ASKED!

1) Why are so many Christians abandoning the church, and formal religion?

There are two main reasons according to God’s Word:  One; so much of the proliferation of denominations today have abandoned their first love, their love for the Word of God, the only real and true Jesus Christ.  So much so, that those who have a real love of, and trust in the Word, can’t function there any more.  (Rev.2:4-5, Jh.1:1 & 1:14, Rev.19:13, Jude V18-19, 2Tim.3:1-5, 1Tim.41:2, Mk.7:6-7)  

Two, individual Christians have neglected reading the Word for themselves, and so have become easily misled, and, in the process, have lost their first love. (2Tim.4:3-4, Col.2:8 & 20-23)  Jesus said, “If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (Jh.8:31-32 & 36)

2) What is the future of the church?

This, to a very large degree, depends on what is meant by ‘The Church’.  If we’re talking about the Church that Jesus founded, then the answer is very simple.  (Matt.15:15-18, 1Cor.10:1-4, Ps.62:5-7 & 18:2)  If we’re talking about the churches set up by men, the answer is also very simple, but very different. (1Cor.3:10-15, Rom.15:18-20, Eph.2:20, 2Tim.2:19)

3) Next, ‘Inspired interpretations’ of the Bible, as opposed to a clear simple method, on God’s part, so as to convey what was, and still is, in his heart when he caused his Word to be written down for us.

I need to know what he’s saying to me personally, right here and now, in whatever situation I find myself in.  And I need to know this with certainty, so;

“First of all you must understand this, that no prophesy of the scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation.” (2Pet.1:20)  

“All scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness.” (2Tim.3:16)  See also 1Cor.2:9-16 & 1Jh.2:27.

God’s Word is truth (Jh.17:17), and anyone who has truly believed what he has heard from that Word, whether it be from a preacher (Rom.10:14), from personally reading the scriptures, or through God’s creation (Rom.1:20, Ps.19:1-4, Rom.213-15), that person, like Abraham, in Gen.15:4-6, is reckoned as not guilty; righteous before God.

“This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord, I will put my laws in their minds, and I will write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  They will no longer teach each other saying, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.” (Heb.8:10-11, Jh.10:3-5, Jh.14:15-17, 16:7-15, 7:17)  How can one ever hope to find anything simpler, clearer, and safer than that?

4) How can the message of God’s love be conveyed to the damaged, hurting thousands around us, both young and old?
My wife, Terri, and I have had the privilege of working with a number of these young, and not so young people, from a variety of backgrounds, including drugs, and in the process have personally witnessed the complete deliverance that only the Word of God, Jesus Christ, can bring, if, and it’s a very big IF, anyone will truly believe, with all their heart, what he has done for them personally.  One of the many wonderful things about this is that he also makes it possible for us to truly believe, because he shares his strength with us, by his Spirit.  
For any of these people to come to understand the love and Fatherhood of our God, they must first see that godlike love in us.  Love for each other first (Jh.13:34-35), then love for them, shown in, most importantly, giving of ourselves, followed by giving of our resources, when necessary, both physical and spiritual, always remembering the words of Jesus when he said to his disciples, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, but glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matt.5:16, Phil.1:27)  But are we truly caring where they spend eternity, or are we more interested in building up numbers in our church, or to our own credit?

The mind and heart of the unsaved are very discerning of the kind of love we have in us.  Whether it is a short term, human, religious type, or God’s kind, which is in for the long haul.  Even drug addicts, prostitutes and murderers seem to be able to pick which is which.  One of the great dangers that we, as children of God, must guard against is that of becoming just social workers.  Our ultimate aim must always be one of seeing them come to know the God we know.  Everything else is very temporary, so transient.

5) Now to the question of whether the Christian message is fair to followers of other religions.

This seems a very strange question, although it’s a very common one.  Normally it seems to come from those who are looking for a way around having to face their own heart’s corruption, their own wrongdoing; looking for ‘a truth’ which fits in with their view of right and wrong; which view of course varies from individual to individual, and from situation to situation; plus a fundamental lack of knowledge; of really knowing God; and also, very sadly, the bad example seen in the lives of many of us Christians. (Matt.18:6)

In all of this questioning though, if we’re really serious about God’s truth, there is one fundamental question we need to answer, and it is this, was Jesus speaking the truth when he said of himself, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father but by me?” (Jh.14:6)   If what he said is not completely true, then it’s also wrong to say that “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)  Sadly, many avoid stating this truth on the grounds of not wanting to give offence.  But the Word of God is always an offence where there is no real faith in him, only in one’s own beliefs.

Falling back on an old saying here, I’d have to say, ‘The proof of the pudding is in the eating’.  Speaking personally, having believed and accepted all the Word of God as being truth (Jh.17:17, Ps.119:160), and having responded to that Word, I experienced its fulfilment in my life, and continue to experience the full truth of that Word day by day, in every situation I encounter.  I stake my life now and forever on that truth and I bank my everything on its power, working in me, to fulfil its every promise.

6) As for the sins of the fathers being visited on the children, and grandchildren!

It is, as always, vital to understand that while this can, and does happen, as is recorded in the latter half of Ex.34:7, we must remember the last words of Ex.20:5, which obviously came before Ex.34, those words being “of those who hate me”, followed by “But showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me, and keep my commandments”. (Ezek.33:11, 2Pet.2:9)  Those were commandments summed up by Jesus in Matt.22:37-40 & Jh.13:34-35.

I’m going to include here an extract from one of our booklets called ‘Right of Choice’:-

Man says:  “If there is a God, then why do we have so much suffering; and what about the innocent children and all they have to go through?”

God says:  When he created man, he gave him authority over all that was to be on the earth, (Gen.1:28) which included the children that would be his. Now, remembering that this whole article is about man's RIGHT OF CHOICE, we should know that it was God himself who gave mankind this right. He said to the man and the woman in the garden that 'if they ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they would die', (Gen. 2; 16-17) and they exercised their choice when Satan told them they would not die, but would become like God. (Gen. 3; 1-19) And because they believed his lie instead of God's truth, they suffered the consequences.

We, as their descendants, suffer also, not because we are somehow guilty of their sin, but because the man and the woman, who had been created perfect by God, allowed the poison of a lie into them, and so contaminated not only themselves but all their descendants. (1Cor.15:22a)

I assume we all know what a deadly poison mercury is. Even small amounts, when discharged into the ocean, can contaminate it for a long time.  The lie of Satan, which the man and the woman allowed into them, contaminated the whole human race, right down to our day, and will continue to do so to the end of time, as we know it.  It is this same poison which makes it so much easier for us to do wrong than right, to tell a lie, rather than the truth.

God says “man's heart is deceitful above all things” (Jer.17:9), and that out of the heart comes evil thoughts, murders, adultery, fornication (free love), theft, false witness and slander. (Matt.15:19-20) Also, envy, strife, ill will, gossip, insolence, pride, boastfulness, evil intentions, foolishness, heartlessness, ruthlessness, and so on. (Rom.1:29-31)  In our vanity, we think we can put things right by our own efforts, and according to our own values.  

It always seems strange to me when I hear people complaining about ‘innocent children’.  We, that’s Terri and I, have had eight children of our own, plus many others who call us Mum and Dad.  We also have, as of this time, thirteen grandchildren, and again many others who call us Grandma and Grandad.  On top of this we have been closely involved with many other people of every age, and have yet to come across an ‘innocent child’.

Instead, from the moment they are born they demand attention, and as they begin to grow they never have to be taught to do the wrong thing.  It comes automatically with the model.  On the other hand, they do have to be taught everything that’s right.  Those things most certainly do not come built in. (Pro.13:24, 19:18, 29:15 & 17, 22:6 & 15, 23:13-14)

7) So, how can the church make itself relevant in the community, both local and world wide?

To answer this question we’ll look no further than Jesus Christ himself.  How did he, the living Word of God, make himself relevant to those around him?  He did this by meeting people at their place of need.  He said of himself, quoting from Is.61:1-2, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
His work began with preaching; with sharing the good news of God’s loving mercy as revealed by, and through his Word, and shown in ‘captives’ being ‘released’ from the power of Satan by that Word (Luk.13:16, Acts 10:38), which also opened their eyes, setting them free to turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that the acceptable time, year, and day of the Lord might be accomplished in their lives. (2Cor.6:2)

If we, the church, were truly following in Jesus’ footsteps; really sharing in, and showing the love which caused our God to send the Holy One to accomplish these things; if we really are filled with the power of the Spirit of God’s Son, doing as he did, what a wonderful light we’d be in this very dark world!  

8) Does the church really want to be relevant?

It seems to me that question needs to be re-worded.  What we must surely ask ourselves is, “Do I really want to be relevant to God in the lives of those around me?”  The real church is, after all, made up of individual members, individual people, and can only grow, be spiritually healthy, and build itself up in love, when each part is working properly. (Eph.4:11-16)  

I may be able to be relevant to people just as a man, on a human, social level, and of course “as I have opportunity I must do good to all men, but especially to those of the household of faith” (Gal.6:10); but, and it’s a very big but, if that’s all I do, then I’ve failed miserably.  I’ve failed to share the greatest treasure which anyone can have; i.e. peace with God, and through him peace with myself.  

When I truly know this peace within myself, sharing it with those I come in contact with day by day, not just in words, as important as that is, but even more so by the way I live my life, then, and only then, am I obeying the exhortation of Rom.12:18, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”
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